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PURPOSE: To improve the throughput of an exposure 
apparatus without decreasing an alignment accuracy by 
providing a second chamber separately from a first 
chamber, and so constituting it that environmental 
conditions around a photosensitive substrate contained 
in the second chamber can be arbitrarily controlled. 

CONSTITUTION: A plate carrier PC^ containing a glass 
plate PT to be conveyed to an exposure processor PE is 
contained in a subchamber SC separately from a main 
chamber MC containing the processor PE so as to 
substantially shut OFF from the atmosphere. A chamber 
controller controls environmental conditions in the 
subchamber SC and particularly the temperature, and the 
temperature of the plate PT in the carrier PC<| is set to 
a predetermined value. Thus, the temperature of the 
plate PT before being conveyed to the processor can be 
set to an optimum temperature, i.e.. substantially equal 
to the temperature of a plate stage PS. and an exposure 
operation for the plate can be started immediately in 
the processor. 
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